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illustrate this phase of Hindu contemporary thought.
There is a figure of a man with eight arms, each of a
different colour, the representatives of Brahma, Vishnu,
Siva, Rama, Kali, and Durga (the most popular of the
Hindu deities) Mohamed with the Koran, and Jesus
with the Bible. Only birth can admit a man into the
privileged classes of Hindu society, therefore it would
be casting pearls before swine to attempt to proselytize
other nations. The Hindu does not therefore interfere
with men of other religions, nor molest those who as
Hindus may differ in creed from himself. He lets
other people walk in their own way, whilst he asks that
they will not disturb his religious beliefs. As the
Christian child sings, " I thank the goodness and the
grace that on my birth have smiled " in making me a
Christian, the Hindu thanks the gods that he is a
Hindu; and the best wish he can express on behalf of
those not so highly privileged is that in some future
birth they may appear on the earth as such.

There are many gods worshipped by the Hindus, and
though each has his own chosen deity, he recognizes
the godhead of the rest, and when the proper day for
their worship comes will generally take part with their
most earnest devotees. I say generally, for there are
features in the worship of Siva and his consort Kali
which the worshippers of Vishnu regard with abhor-
rence. There can be no doubt that, however free from
sectarian bigotry the present generation of Hindus may
be, this was not always the temper they cherished.
There was bitter animosity, burning jealousy, and fierce
conflicts between the worshippers of the rival deities.
But religious earnestness has giv^n place to indifference,
and the Hindu of to-day will calmly look on, though he
may not actually join in religious rites that he believes